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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFfCE 

Applicant: Doughis G. Miiii-ay Confinnation No.: 6548 

Serial No.: 09/442,909 Group Ait Uiijt: 2154 

Filed: November 1 8, 1 999 Examiner: Black. Linh 

Title: INFORMATION GATHERING FACILITY EMPLOYING 

^ DICTIONARY FILE CONTAINING MULTIPLE INQUIRIES^ RECEIVED 

^^^^^\# c - jmn^^ooA 

c)^ C ERTIFICATE OF FA CSTMTT .E TRANSMISSION «^.oinn 

# Technology Center 2100 

I hereby certify that this correspondence is being transmitted by 
facsimile transmission to: ATTN: SPE Vincent N. Trans, 

Teclmology Center 2 1 GO, United Slates Patent and Triidemaric qPCEIVEO 
Office, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450, Facsimil^A)^ ^ 
No. (703) 305-8266, on June _ZL, 2004. ^ 1 ZQOA 

Kevin P. Radignn, EsqfX 
Allorney for Applicants" 
Registration No.: 31,789 

Date of Signature: June ^ I , 2004. 

To: SPE Vincent N. Trans 

Teclmology Center 21 GO 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



Secoiul Rcinicst to Withdraw Ahaudonment 

Dear Sir: 

On May 4, 2004. applicant received a Decision on Petition Under 37 CFR §1.181 to 
Withdruv^al Holding of Abandonment, which indicated that Applicant's Request to Withdraw 
Abandonment, filed on March 15, 2004 had been dismissed due to the fact that the Petition did 
not include a statement from the party who forwarded the conespondencc which attests on a 
personal knowledge basis to the previous timely maiHng. 
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In support of this Second Request to Withdraw Abandonment, therefore, a Declaration by 
Kevin P. Radigan, Esq. (copy enclosed as Hxhibit A; hereinafter referred to as the "Declaration") 
is attached herewiUi, which attests on personal knowledge as to the previous timely mailing of 
the Response, as well as an express statement as to the signature provided in the Certificate of 
Mailing portion in the original, timely tiled Response to Office Action dated September 30, 
2003. A complete copy of the Seplembcr 30, 2003 Response to Office Action (includmg 
Amendment Transmittal Letter and the return receipt postcard filed with the response) is 
attached hereto as Exhibit B. 

On February 23, 2004, Applicant received a Notice of Abandonment (copy attached to 
the Declaration as Exhibit C) for Applicant's alleged failure to timely respond to the Office 
Action letter mailed on July 8, 2003. As noted above and as explained in the Declaration, this 
assertion is incorrect, and the application should not be abandoned. 

Responsive to the Notice of Abandonment, the undersigned attorney of record, Kevin P. 
Radigan, Esq., prepared and fax filed a Request to Withdraw Abandomnent (copy enclosed as 
Exhibit D), which detailed the particuhirs of Applicant's position and reasserted Applicant's 
position that the Office's determination of Abandonment of the application is in error. 

On April 22, 2004, the Office issued a Decision on Petition DISMISSING Applicant's 
Petition (copy enclosed as Exhibit E) on (he grounds that "a statement from the party who 
forwarded the correspondence ... which attests on a personal knowledge basis to the previous 
timely mailing." Applicant respectfully, but most strenuously traverses this Decision as well as 
the reasons stated for dismissal. In further support of Applicant's position as to the timely filing 
and circumstances surrounding the September 30, 2004 Response, Applicant's undersigned 
attorney has herewith submitted a statement (Declaration, Exhibit A) which attests to the timely 
filing of said Response. Additionally. Applicant believes that each of the criteria of 37 C.F.R. 
§1.181 have been met. and reconsideration and withdrawal of the holding of abancloiimeill iS 
respectfully requested. 
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Based on the foregoing, Applicant respectfully submits that the Notice of Abandonment 
mailed on February 18, 2004 (Exhibit C) was issued in eiror and respectfully requests that the 
abandonment be withdrawn and that the case be reinstated without further delay. 

Should Special Program Examiner Vincent N. Trans wish to discuss any of the details 
ajid/or particulars submitted herewith before GRANTING this Request, and/or require additional 
documentation and/or evidence supporting Applicant's asseition, he is welcome to contact 
Applicant's undersigned representative listed below. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Kevin P. Radigan C') 
Attorney for Applicants 
Registration No.: 31,789 

Dated: June 3-1 .2004. 

HESLIN ROTHENBERG FARLEY & MESITI P.C. 

5 Columbia Circle 

Albany, New York 12203-5160 

Telephone: (518)452-5600 

Facsimile: (5 1 8) 452-5579 
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IN THE UNITED STA I KS PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

Applicant: Douglas G. Muiray Connrmatioii No.: 6548 

SerialNo.: 09/442,909 Group Art Unit: 2177 

Filed: November 18, 1999 Examiner: Black, Linh 

Title: INFORMATrON GATHERING FACILITY EMPLOYING 

DICTIONARY FILE CONTAINING MULTIPLE INQUIRIES 

To: SPE Vincent N. Trails 

Technology Center 2 1 00 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Dcclai aiioii of Kevin P. Radigan 

Dear Sir: 

1, Kevin P. Radigan, declare as follows: 

1 . I am a registered patent attorney. Registration No. 3 1 ,789. 

2. I am a partner in the firm of Heslin Rotlienberg Farley & Mesiti, P.C., 5 Columbia 
Circle, Albany, NY 12203. 

3. I am responsible for the prosecution of the above-identified U.S. Patent 
Application. 

4. On July 10, 2003, t received an Office Action mailed July 8, 2003 in the ahove- 
idenlificd U.S. Patent Application, 

5. In response to the July 8, 2003 Office Action, I prepared a Response, which in my 
opinion, puts all of the claims in the application in condition Tor allowance, and 
which copy is also subniilied concurrently herewith as Exhibit B of Applicant's 
Second Request for Withdrawal of Abandonment. 

6. As shown in the copy of the September 30, 2004 Response, and in particular, in 
the Amendment Transmittal Letter and page 1 of the Response to Office Action, I 
personally reviewed and signed both Certificates of Mailing. Each Certificate 
asserts that the documents were being deposited with the U.S. Postal Service as 
First Class Mail to the Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, 
VA, 22313, on September 30, 2004. Additionally, my full type-printed name and 
signature appears on each Certificate of Mailing. 
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A postcard (attached with Exhibit B) accompanied the Response to Office Action 
of September 30, 2003 to tlie Patent Office. This postcard was not received in 
return from the Patent Office since the postcard is not presently in my file for this 
apphcation. I do not know why my office never received the postcard from the 
Patent Office confirming filing of the Response of September 30, 2003. 

The abandonment of this application first came to my attenfion on February 23, 
2004, when I received a Notice of Abandomnent (attached as Exhibit C) for 
Apphcants' alleged failure to timely respond to the Office Action of July 8, 2003. 

Upon receipt of the Notice of Abandonment from the U.S. Patent and Trademark 
Office, 1 unmcdiatcly looked into the situation and found that we had never 
received the postcard from Ihe Patent Office confirming filing of the Response of 
September 30, 2003. Since a Response was timely mailed from our office on 
September 30, 2003, inchiding a Certificate of Mailing, apphcants fax filed on 
March 15, 2004, a Request for Withdrawal of the Abandonment (attached as 
Exhibit D). 

Responsive to Applicants request for withdrawal of the abandonment, a Decision 
on Petition mailed April 22, 2004 (attached as Exhibit E) was received on May 4, 
2004. This Declaration, as well as the accompanying Second Request For 
Withdrawal of Abandonment are filed in response thereto. 

I further declare that all statements made herein in my own knowledge are true 
and that all statements made on information and belief are believed to be true, and 
fin ther, that these statements were made with the knowledge that willftil false 
statements or the Uke so made are punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both, 
under §101 of Title 1 8 oflhe United States Code and that such willful folse 
statements may jeopardize the validity of the application or any patejat issuing 
thereon. 



Respectfully submitted, 

Kevin P. Radigan C ^ 
Attomey for Applicants 
Registration No.; 31,789 



Dated: June .3] ,2004. 



HESLTN ROTHENBERG FARLEY & MESTTl P.C. 

5 Columbia Circle 

Albany, New York 12203-5160 

Telephone: (518)452-5600 

Facsimile: (5 1 8) 452-5579 



EN999088 



- 9 , 



DEC: -0 !• 04 (WED) 15:10 HESLIN ROTHENBERG TEL:518 452 5579 P. 007 

I 

Exhibit B ' 



Applicants: D»uelas G. Murr ay 

^^"'^ No.: 09M2,9O9 - . n/n./oo 

Title: INFORMATION GAUlERINfi FACILITVIm FlOYING DICn OMARY FILE ' 

CONtAINING MUmPLE INQUIH IES ~ " 
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AMENDMENT TRANSlVllTTAL LETTER (Large Entity) 
Applicant(s): Douglas G. Murray 


Docket No. 
EN999088 


Serial No. 
09/442,909 


Filing Date 
11/18/99 


Examiner 
Blnch, Linh 




Group Art Unit 
2154 



1 





CLAIMS REMAINING 
AFTER AMENDMENT 


HIGHEST* 
PREV. PAID FOR 


NUMBER EXTRA 
CLAIMS PRESENT 


RATE 


ADDITIONAL 1 
FEE 1 


TOTAL CLAIMS 


67 


70 


0 


X $18.00 


$0.00 1 


INDEP. CLAIMS 


8 


8 


0 


X $84.00 


$0.00 1 


Multiple Dependent Claims (check if applicable) □ 


$0.00 1 


TOTAL ADDITIONAL FEE FOR THIS AMENDMENT 


$0.00 1 



MULTIPLE INQUIRIES 



TO THE COMMISSIONER FOR PATENT?;- 

Transmitted herewith is an amendment in the above-identified application. 
The fee has been calculated and is transmitted as shown below. 



CLAIMS AS AMENDED 



lEI 
□ 
□ 



No additional fee is required for amendment. 

Please charge Deposit Account No. in the amount of 

A check in the amount of to cover the filing fee is enclosed. 

The Director is hereby authorized to charge payment of the following fees associated with this 

communication or credit any overpayment to Deposit Account No. 

ta Any additional filing fees required under 37 C.F.R. 116. 09-0457 (IBM) 

la Any patent application processing fees under 37 CFR 1.17. 



Sifi/iJftiire 

Kevin P. Undigan, Esq. 
Registration No.: 31,789 
Hcsliii RoUicnbcrg Farley & Mcsiti P.O. 
5 Coliinibin Circle 
Albany, New York 12203-5160 
Telephone: (518) 452-5600 
Facsimile; (518)452-5579 



Dated: Sepleniber 2003 



cc: 



I certify thai this document and fee is being deposited 
on 9/3t> /OJ witti the U.S. Postal Service as 

first class mail under 37 C.F.R. 1.6 and is addressed to the 
Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, AJexandria, VA 
22313-1450. 



Signature ofPenton Afailin/cS'i 



rcspotitieuce 



Kevin P. Radigan 



Typed or Printed Nmtie of Person Mailing Correspondi 
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



Applicant: 
Serial No.: 
Filed: 
Title: 



Douglas G. Murray ConfimiationNo.: 6548 

09/442.909 Group Art Unit: 2154 

November 18, 1999 Examiner: Black, Liiili 

INFORMATION GATIl BRING FACILITY EMPLOYING DICTIONARY 
FILE CONTAINING MULTIPLE INQUIRIES 

CERTIFICATE QFMATr.TNrr 

I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited 
with the U.S. Postal Service as first class mail in an envelope 
addressed to: Mail Stop Non-Fee Amendment, Commissioner 
for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. on 
September Jo , 2003. 



To: 



Kevin P. Radigau (;^\ 
Attorney for Applicant 
Registration No.: 31,789 

Date of Signature: September 3d , 2003. 

Mail Stop Non-Fee Amendment 
Connnissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



Response To Office Action 

Dear Sir: 

This paper is filed in response to the Office Action mailed July 8, 2003, in connection 
with the above designated application. Reconsideration and allowance of the apphcation are 
respectfully requested in view of the Amendments and Remarks below. 

Amendments to the Specification begin on page 2 of this paper. 
Amendments to the Abstract begin on page 4 of this paper. 
Amendmcuts to the Claims begin on page 5 of this paper. 
Amendments to the .Drawings begin on page 21 of this paper. 
Remarlcs begin on page 22 of this paper. 
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Amendments to the Specification 

Li compliance with revised 37 CFR 1.121, the changes in the replacement pai-agraphs 
are shown by stiikethrough (for deleted matter) and underlining (for added matter). 

Please replace the paragraph at page 1, lines 9-12 of the specification with tlie 
following amended paragraph: 

"Information Gathering Facility Employing Dictionary File Containing Inquiry 
Invoking An External Process," by Douglas G. Murray, (Deeket No. BN999I12), Serial Nor 
, 00 filod h o r o witk now U.S. Patent No. 6.427.144 Bl. issued Julv 30. 

2002 . 

Replace the paragiaph at page 7, beginning at line 23 and extending to page 8, line 8 
of the specification with: 

FIG. 1 depicts one embodiment of a computer network, generally denoted 10, which 
includes multiple computing systems such as client workstations +2 12a. 12b. 12c coupled to 
a server 14. As shown, sei-vcr 14 functions as an information repository in accordance with 
the principles of the present invention. Each client workstation 43 12a. 12b. 12c includes an 
inquiry tool i6 16a. I6b. 16c and in this example a copy 18a, 18b, 1 8c of the dictionary file 
18 read from information repository 14. Liquiry tool 46 16a. 16b. 16c includes the control 
file which tells, for example, the respective client -13 12a. 12b. 12c when to update its 
corresponding state information, where to go to obtain the dictionary file and where to return 
the state information 20. The inquiry tool is an application that is installed on a workstation 
that is used to gatlier information from the workstation. Once operational, the tool will 
gather the infonnation when executed by the end user or optionally on aperiodic schedule, 
histallation of this tool could be done at any time, but is typically done prior to a user 
receiving the workstation for use. 

Replace the paragi aph at page 8, hues 9-21 of the specification with; 

In tliis embodiment, the returned information 20 is stored at database 20 of 
information repository 14 of network ] 0. Preferably, the dictionary file copy at client « 12a, 
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^^b, 12c is updated each time inquiiy tool U 16a, 16b, 16c initiates processing to update the 
client state information. Note tliat as used herein the "state of the computer system" and 
"state information" refer to, for example, whether a program or file exists on the client, the 
version or level of the program or file, or to a variable or value from an application residing 
on the client or resulting from execution of an external process by the client as described in 
greater detail in the above-incorporated, co-filed application. 

Replace tJie paragraph at page 14, lines 7-11 of the specification with: 

IPConfig obtains TCP/IP infonnation from the system by executing the WINIPCFG 
command on Wiadovi^ WINDOWS 95 Operating Svstem or the IPCONFIG command on 
Win d o w s WINDOWS NT Operating Svstem . Use the IPConfig option to nm these utilities 
and extract information from the result to be sent to the repository. 

Replace the paragraph at page 15, hues 19-27 of the specification with: 

Often application INI files contain information that is required to determine how that 
application is installed. Use the INI option to extract information from an application INT 
file. Those skilled in the art will note that an FNI file is an. initialization file in Wmdows 
which provides persistent storage of configuration data. Many applicaUons employ INI files 
to store information that must persist. Those slcilled in the art of Wind ows WINDOWS 
Operating Svstem programming understand the fonnat and use of INI files. 

Replace the heading at page 17, line 18 with: 

reg_exe (Wijidews WINDOWS NT/2000/98/95 Operating Svstem Versions) 
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Amendments to the Abstract 

Please replace tlie Abstract on page 51 with the following amended Absti-act: 

An information gathering facility is provided te-gafeetHEfeffiKtfeien on t h o ct itte-efa 
eempnt^ r s^^ct o m. Th o infoi imtierhRaftefmg-faeilitY which includes a dictionary file data 
stmctiu-e having a pluraUty of inquiries for ascertaining state information on Sie a computer 
system. The plurahty of inquiries iire organized into at least one subject group^-Ba^-subj€6t 
g r oup i s d^fe6ted-te n difforont picc o of th e n tnt o iiv fe mmtion. At l east-ene-gret^-hag having 
multiple records of inquiry. These multiple records of inquiry are processed such tliat if a 
condition of one record is satisfied then processing terminates for the group, otherwise 
processing proceeds to a next record and continues until a condition of one of the records of 
the group is satisfied or until all records have been processed. One or more of tlie plurality of 
inquiries comprise instructions wWch output a result when a condition of the instiiiction is 
satisfied. Thus, the state information to be output is defined by the results contained witliin 
the instructions of the dictionary file itself 
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'Amendments to the Claims 

Kindly amend claims 15, 29, 41 & 61, as set forth below, aiid cancel claims 25, 48 & 
68 without prejudice. In compliance with the Revised Amendment Format, a complete 
listing of claims is provided herein. 

1 . (Original) A method for gathering information on a state of a computer 
system, said method comprising: 

providing a dictionary file having a plurality of inquuies for ascertaining state 
information on said computer system, said plurality of inquiiies being organized into 
at least one subject group, eaich subject gioup being directed to a different piece of 
said state information, at least one group of said at least one subject group having 
multiple records of inquiry; and 

processing at least one inquiiy of said plurality of inquiries of said dictionaiy 
file to accumulate said state information, said processing comprising for each group 
of said at least oue group having multiple records of inquiry: 

processing a record of said multiple records of inquiry, and if a condition of 
said recoj'd is satisfied then terminating processing of said group, otlierwise 
processing a next record of said multiple records of inquiiy and continuing until a 
condition of one record of said multiple records of inquiry is satisfied or all records of 
said multiple records of inquiry of said group have been processed. 

2. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein said at least one subject group 
comprises multiple subject groups, and wherein said processing of each group of said at least 
one group having multiple records of inquii y comprises proceeding to a next group of said 
multiple subject groups when said condition of one record of said multiple records of inquiry 
in said at least one group is satisfied. 

3. (Original) The method of claim 1 , wherein at least some inquiries of said 
plurality of inquiries comprise instiuctions, each insti-uction providijig a result when a 
condition of said histruction is satisfied. 
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4. (Origmal) The method of claim 3, ftirther comprising collecting results of 
said instnictions into a file, said file being representative of said state of said computer 
system. 

5. (Original) The method of claim 4, wherein each inquiry of said plurality of 
inquiries is an inshnction which provides a result when a condition of said instruction is 
satisfied. 

6. (Origmal) The method of claim 4, wherein said processing comprises 
processing each gioup of said at least one subject group, and wherein said method furtlier 
comprises transferring said file to an information repository coupled to said computer system 
across a network. 

7. (Original) The method of claim 6, wherein said computer system comprises 
one computer system of a plurality of computer systems coupled to said network. 

8. (Origmal) The method of claim 1 , wherein said dictionaLy file comprises a 
lilies database in an ASCII file. 

9. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein at least one record of inquiry of 
said multiple records of inquiry comprises an instruction which provides a result when a 
condition of said instruction is satisfied, said result comprising state information for said 
group having said record when the condition of said instmction is satisfied. 

10. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein said computer system comprises 
one computer system within a network of computer systems, and wherem said providing 
comprises reading said dictionaiy file from a server coupled to said network of computer 
systems to said one computer system to gather said state information thereon. 

1 1. (Original) The method of claim 10, fin ther comprising forwai'ding results 
representative of gathered state information to an information repository coupled to said 
network of computer systems, said information repository residing at said sei-ver system 
providing said dictionary file. 
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12. (Oligmal) The method of claim 1, wherein said processing comprises 
processing each group of said at least one subject group, and setting group substiUitiou 
variables for output upon initiation of processing of each group of said at least one subject 
group. 

13. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein said multiple records of inquiiy of 
said at least one group comprise at least one of a file check inquiry, a file content check 
inquuy, an external process check inquiry, or a default inquiry for said group. 

1 4. (Original) The method of claim 1 , wherein said phu-ality of inquiries 
comprise multiple inquiiy types, and wherein said multiple inquiry types comprise at least 
some of: 

a file inquiiy which checks for existence of a file of a certain date, time or size 
and which can retm-n file information; 

an INI file inquiry which checks for a certain application, variable md value, 
and which can return a certain value or one or more variables and values; 

an ASCII file inquiiy which checks for a certain character string in a file, and 
which can return information on a line within the character string; 

a registry inquiry which checks for a certain registry tree or value, and which 
can return one or more values in a tree or sub- tree; 

an external process inquiry using an INI output, wliich comprises executing an 
external process and performing an INI file inquiry on the result; 

an external process inquiry which executes an extern^il process, provides an 
ASCn output, and performs an ASCII file inquiry on the result; 

' an external process inquiry using a registiy, which executes an external 
process and performs a registry inquiry on the result; and 
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multiple inquiries which compj ise a combination of multiple other inquiry 
types, where all must succeed. 

1 5. (Currently Amended) A method for gathering information on a state of a 
computer system, said method comprising: 

providing a dictionary file having a plurality of inquiries for ascertaining said 
state infonnation on said computer system, at least one inquiry of said plurality of 
inquiries comprising an instruction having a result which is output when a condition 
of said instnaction is satisfied , wherein said plurality of inquiries comprise at least one 
of a file ch eck inquiry, a file content check inq uiry, an external process check mquirv, 
or a default inquiry : and 

processing at least one inquiry of said plurahty of inquiries of said dictionary 
file to accumulate said state infonnation, said processing comprising for each 
instruction, outputting said result of said instruction from said dictionary file when 
said condition of said instruction is satisfied, wherein said state mformation on said 
computer system comprises outputted results from satisfaction of said at least one 
instruction. 

16. (Original) The method of claim 15, wherein said at least one inquiry 
comprising said instniction comprises multiple inquiries of said plurality of inquiries, each 
instruction having a result which is output when a condition of said instruction is satisfied. 

17. (Original) Tlie method of claim 16, further comprising collecting results of 
said instructions into a file, said file being representative of said state of tlie computer 
system. 

18. (Original) The method of claim 17, wherein each inquiry of said plurality of 
inquiries is an instruction which provides a result when a condition of said instruction is 
satisfied. 

1 9. (Original) The method of claim 1 7, further comprising transfening said file to 
an information repository coupled to said computer system across a network. 
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20. (Original) The method of claim 19, wherein said computer system comprises 
one computer system of a plurality of computer systems coupled to said network. 

21 . (Original) The method of claim 15. wherein said dictionary Hie comprises a 
rules database defined in an ASCII file. 

22. (Original) The method of claim 15, wherein said computer system comprises 
one computer system within a network of computer systems, and wherein said providing 
comprises reading said dictionary file Irom a server coupled to said network to said one 
computer system to gather said state information thereon. 

23. (Original) Tlie method of claim 22, wherein said readuig of said dictionary 
file is perfonned by an inquiry tool routine located on said one computer system. 

24. (Original) The method of claim 22, fmlher comprising foiwarding results 
representative of gathered state inforniiilion to an information repository of said network of 
computer systems, said information repository residmg at said sei-yer providing said 
dictionary file. 

25. (Cancelled) 

26. (Original) The method of claim 15, wherein said plurality of inquiries 
comprise multiple inquiry types, and wherein said multiple inquiiy types comprise at least 
some of: 

a file inquiry which checks for existence of a file of a certain date, time or size 
and which can return file information; 

aji INI File inquiiy which checks for a certain application, vaiiable and value, 
and wliich can return a certain value, or one or more variables and values; 

an ASCn file inquii y which checlcs for a certain character string in a file, and 
which can return information on a line witliin the character string; 
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a registry inquiry which checks for a certain registiy tree or value, and which 
can return one or more values in a tree or sub-tree; 

an external process inquiiy using an INI output, which comprises executing an 
external process and perfonning an INl file inquiry on the result; 

an external process inquiiy which executes an external process, provides an 
ASCn output, and performs an ASCII file inquiry on the result; 

an external process inquiry using a registry, which executes an external 
process and performs a registry inquiry on the result; and 

multiple inquiries which comprise a combination of multiple other inquuy 
types, where all must succeed. 

27. (Original) The method of claim 15, wherein said plurality of inquiries are 
organized into at least one subject group, each subject group being directed to a different 
piece of said state infomiation, at least one gi'oup of the at least one subject gi'oup having 
multiple instructions, and processing each instmction of each group of the at least one group 
having multiple instructions such that if a condition of the instruction is satisfied then 
terminating processing of the group, othei-wise processing a next instruction of the multiple 
instmctlons within the gi'oup and continuing iinlil i\ condition of one instruction of the 
multiple instructions is satisfied or until all instructions of the multiple instructions of the 
gi'oup have been processed. 

28. (Original) A memory for storing a dictionary file data structme, the 
dictionary file data structure facilitating gathering of information on a state of a computer 
system, the dictionary file data stmcture comprising: 

a plurality of inquiries for ascertaining state information on the computer 
system, said pluraUty of inquiries beijig organized into at least one subject gi'oup, 
each subject group being dhected to a different piece of said state infonnation, at 
least one group of the at least one subject group having multiple records of inquiry; 
and 
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wherein the multiple records of inquiry of the at least one group comprise 
multiple instructions, each instruction comprising a result to be output when a 
condition of said instruction is satisfied, wherein outputting of a result from one 
instruction tenninates processing of said at least one gi oup having multiple records of 
inquiry. 

29. (Currently Amended) A memory for storing a dictionary file data slnictme, 
the dictionary file data structure facilitating gathering infomiation on a state of a computer 
system, the dictionary file data stmcture comprising: 

a plurality of inquiries for ascertaining said state infoimation on said computer 
system, at least one inquiry o f the plurality of mquiries comprising an instruction 
having a result whicli is output when a condition of said instruction is satisfied^ 
wherein said plurality o f inquiries comprise at least one of a file check inquii-y, a file 
content che ck inouirv> an external process check inquiry, or a default inq uiry. 

30. (Original) A system for gathering information on a state of a computer 
system, said system comprising: 

means for providing a dictionaiy file havuag a plurality of inquii'ies for 
ascertaining stale information on said computer system, said plurality of inquiries 
being organized mto at least one subject group, each subject group being directed to a 
different piece of said state information, at least one group of said at least one subject 
group having multiple records of inquiry; and 

means for processing at least one inquiry of said plurality of inquiiies of said 
dictionary file to accumulate said state information, said means for processing 
comprises for each group of said at least one group having muhiple records of 
inquiry; 

means for processing a record of said multiple records of mquiry,. and if a 
condition of said record is satisfied then for terminatmg processing of said group, 
otherwise for processmg a next record of said multiple records of inquiry and 
continuing until a condition of one record of said raulUple records of inquiiy is 
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satisfied or all records of said multiple records of inquiry of said group have been 
processed. 

3 1 . (Original) Tlie system of claim 30, wherein said at least one subject group 
comprises multiple subject groups, and wherein said means for processing of each group of 
said at least one group having multiple records of inquiry comprises means for proceeding to 
a next group of said multiple subjecl groups when said condition of one record of said 
multiple records of inquiry in said at least one group is satisfied. 

32. (Original) The system of claim 30, wherein at least some inquiries of said 
plurality of inquiries comprise instructions, each instruction providing a result when a 
condition of said instruction is satisfied. 

33. (Original) The system of claim 32, further comprising means for collecting 
results of said instructions into a file, said file being representative of said state of said 
computer system. 

34. (Original) The system of claim 33, wherein each inquiry of said plurahty of 
inquiries is an instruction which provides a result when a condition of said instruction is 
satisfied. 

35. (Original) The system of claim 33, wherein said means for processing 
comprises means for processing each group of said at least one subject group, and wherein 
said system further comprises means for transferring said file to an infoiination repository 
coupled to said computer system across a network. 

36. (Original) The system of claim 35, wherein said computer system comprises 
one computer system of a plurality of computer systems coupled to said network. 

37. (Original) The system of claim 30, wherein said dictionary file comprises a 
rules database in an ASCII file. 

38. (Original) The system of claim 30, wherein said means for processing 
comprises means for processing each group of said at least one subject group, and means for 
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setting group substitution variables for output upon initiation of processing of each group of 
said at least one subject group. 

39. (Original) The system of claim 30, wherein said multiple records of inquiry 
of said at least one group comprise at least one of a file check inquiry, a file content check 
inquiry, an external process check inquiry, or a default inquiry for said group. 

40. (Original) The system of claim 30, wherein said plurahty of inquiiies 
comprise multiple inquiry tyi3es, and wherein said nniltiple inquiry types comprise at least 
some of: 

a file inquiry wliich checks for existence of a file of a certain date, time or size 
and which caii return file information; 

an JNI file inquiry which checks for a certain application, variable and value, 
and which can retinn a certain value or one or more variables and values; 

an ASCII file inquiry which checks for a certain character string in a file, and 
which can return information on a line within the character string; 

a registry inquiry which checks for a ccrtam registry tree or value, and which 
can return one or more values in a tree or sub-tree; 

an external process inquiry using an INI output, wliich comprises executing an 
external process and perfonning an INI file inquiry on the result; 

an external process inquiry which executes an external process, provides an 
ASCII output, and performs an ASCII file inquiry on the result; 

an external process inquiry using a registry, which executes an external 
process and perfoitns a registiy inquiiy on the result; and 

multiple inquiries which comprise a combination of multiple other inquiry 
types, where all must succeed. 
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41 . (Cun-ently Amended) A system for gathering infoimation on a state of a 
computer system, said system comprising: 

means for providing a dictionaiy file having a plurality of inquiries for 
ascertaining said state iufoniiation on said computer system, at least one inquiry of 
said pliu-ality of inquiries comprising an instruction having a result which is output 
when a condition of said inshiiction is satisfied , wherein said plurality of inq uiries 
comprise at least one of a file checlc in quiry, a file content check inquii-y. an external 
process check inquiry, or a default inquiry : and 

means for processing suid at least one inquiry of said plurality of inquiries of 
said dictionaiy file to accumulate said state infomiation, said means for processing 
comprising for each instuiction, means for outputting said result of said instruction 
from said dictionary file when said condition of said instruction is satisfied, wherein 
said state information on said computer system comprises any outputted results fiom 
satisfaction of said at least one instruction. 

42. (Original) The system of claini 41 , wherein said at least one inquiry 
comprising said instniction comprises multiple inquiries of said plurahty of inquiries, each 
instruction having a result which is output when a condition of said instruction is satisfied. 

43. (Original) The system of claim 42, further comprising means for collecting 
results of said instructions into a file, said file being representative of said state of the 
computer system, 

44. (Original) The system of claim 43, wherein each inquiry of said plurality of 
inquiries is an instniction which provides a result wJien a condition of said instruction is 
satisfied. 

45. (Original) The system of claim 43, fiuther comprising means for transferring 
said file to an infonnation repository coupled to said computer system across a network. 

46. (Original) The system or claim 45, wherein said computer system comprises 
one computer system of a plurality of computer systems coupled to said network. 
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47. (Oiiginal) The system of claim 41, wherein said dictionary file comprises a 
rules database defined in an ASCII file. 

48. (Cancelled) 

49. (Original) The system of claim 41 , wherein said plurality of mquiries 
comprise multiple inquiiy types, and wherein said multiple inquiiy types comprise al least 
some of: 

a file inquiry which checks for existence of a file of a certain date, time or size 
and which can retuna file information; 

an INT file inquiry which checks for a certahi application, variable and value, 
and which can return a certain value, or one or more vaiiables and values; 

an ASCII file inquiry which checks for a certain character string in a file, and 
which can return information on a line withiji the character string; 

a registry inquiry wliich checks for a certain registry.tree or value, aaid which 
can return one or more values in a tree or sub-tree; 

an external process inquiiy using an INI output, which comprises executing an 
external process and perfonhing an TNI file inquiry on the result; 

an external process inquiry which executes an external process, provides an 
ASCn output, and performs an ASCII file mquiiy on (he result; 

an extei-nal process inquiiy usijig a registry, wliich executes an external 
process and performs a registry inquiry on the result; and 

multiple inquiries whicli comprise a combination of multiple otlier mquiiy 
types, where all must succeed. 

50. (Original) The system of claim 41, whereiji said plurality of inquiries aie 
organized into at least one subject group, each subject g,o«p being directed to a different 
piece of said state infoimation, at least one group of the at least one subject group having 
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multiple instructions, and said system comprising means for processing each instniction of 
each group of the at least one group having multiple instructions such that if a condition of 
the instruction is satisfied processing of the gi oup is terminated, otherwise a next instruction 
of the multiple instructions within the group is processed and continuing until a condition of 
one instruction of the multiple insUiictions is satisfied or until all instructions of the multiple 
insti-uctions of the group have been processed. 

5 1 . (Original) At least one program storage device readable by a machine, 
tangibly embodying at least one program ofinstmctions executable by Uie machine to 
perform a method for gatliering information on a state of a computer system, said method 
comprising: 

providing a dictionary file liaving a plurality of inquiries for ascertaining state 
infonnation on said computer system, said plurality of inquir ies being organized into 
at least one subject group, each subject group being directed to a different piece of 
said state uiformation, at least one group of said at least one subject group having 
multiple records of inquiry; and 

processing at least one inquiry of said plurality of inquiries of said dictionary 
tile to accumulate said state information, said processing comprising for each group 
of said at least one group having multiple records of inquuy: 

processing a record of said miiltijjle records of inquiry, and if a condition of 
said record is satisfied then terminating processing of said group, otherwise 
processing a next record of said multiple records of inquiiy and continuing until a 
condition of one record of said multiple records of inquiry is satisfied or all records of 
said multiple records of inquiry of said group have been processed. 

52. (Original) The at least one program storage device of claim 5 1 , wherein said 
at least one subject group comprises multiple subject groups, and wherein said processing of 
each gioup of said at least one group having multiple records of inquiry comprises 
proceeding to a next group of said multiple subject gioups when said condition of one record 
of said multiple records of inquiry in said at least one group is satisfied. 



EN9990S8 



04(WED) 15:16 



HESLIN ROTHENBERG 



TEL : 51 8 452 55 79 



53. (Original) The at least one program storage device of claim 51, wherein at 
least some inquiries of said plurality of inquiries comprise instructions, each instruction 
providing a result when a condition of said instruction is satisfied. 

54. (Original) The at least one program storage device of claim 53, further 
comprising collecting results of said instnictions into a file, said file being representative of 
said state of said computer system. 

55. (Original) The at least one program storage device of claim 54, wherein each 
inquiry of said plurality of inquiries is an instruction which provides a result when a 
condition of said instruction is satisfied. 

56. (Original) The at least one program storage device of claim 54, wherein said 
processing comprises processing each group of said at least one subject group, and wherein 
said method further comprises transferring said file to an infoimation repository coupled to 
said computer system across a network. 

57. (Original) The at least one program storage device of claim 56, wherein said 
computer system comprises one computer system of a pluraUty of computer systems coupled 
to said network. 

58. (Original) The at least one progiam storage device of claim 51, wherein said 
dictionary file comprises a rules database in an ASCII file. 

59. (Original) The at least one program storage device of claim 51, wherein said 
multiple records of inquiry of said at least one group comprise at least one of a file check 
inquiiy, a file content check inquiry, an extemal process check inquiry, or a default inquiry 
for said group. 

60. (Original) The at least one progiam storage device of claim 51, wherein said 
plurality of inquiries comprise multiple inquiry types, and wherein said muUipIe inquiry 
types comprise at least some of: 

a file inquuy which checks for existence of a file of a certain dale, time or size 
and which can return file information; 
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an INI file inquiry which checks for a certain application, variable and value, 
and which can return a certain value or one or more variables and values; 

m ASCn file inquiry which checks for a certain chai-acter string in a file, and 
which can retirni uifonnation on a line within the character string; 

a registry inquiry which checks for a certain registry tiee or value, and which 
can return one or more values in a tree or sub-tree; 



an external process inquiry using an INI output, which comprises executing 
external process and performing an INI file inquiiy on the result; 

an external process inquiry which executes an external process, provides an 
ASCn output, and performs an ASCn file inquiry on flie result; 

an external process inquiry using a registry, which executes an external 
process and perfonns a registry inquiry on the result; and 

multiple inquiries which comprise a combination of multiple othei- inquiry 
types, where all must succeed. 

61 . (Cunently Amended) At least one program storage device readable by a 
machine, tangibly embodying at least one program of instructions executable by the machine 
to perform a method for gathering infoimation on a state of a computer system, said method 
comprising: 

providing a dictionary file having a pliuality of inquiries for ascertaining said 
state information on said computer system, at least one inquiiy of said plmality of 
inquiries comprising an instruction having a result wliich is output when a condition 
of said instnictionis satisfied, whei ein said plumlitv of iuguirifls comprise at least one 
of a file check inquiiy, a file content check ing uii-v. an externa l process check ingniry, 
or a default inquiry : and 

processing at least one inquiiy of said plurality of inquiries of said dictionary 
file to accumulate said state information, said processing comprising for each 
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iaslruction, outpulting said result of said instruction from said dictionary file when 
said condition of said instruction is satisfied, wherein said state information on said 
computer system comprises outpiitted results from satisfaction of said at least one 
instruction. 

62. (On'ginal) The at least one program storage device of claim 6 1 , wherein said 
at least one inquiry comprising said instinction comprises multiple inquiiies of said plurality 
of inquir ies, each instruction having ii result wliich is output when a condition of said 
instruction is satisfied. 

63. (Original) The at least one program storage device of claim 62, fuither 
comprismg collecting results of said instnictions into a file, said file being representative of 
said state of the computer system. 

64. (Original) The at least one program storage device of claim 63, wherein each 
inquiry of said plurality of inquiries is an iiistnictioii which provides a result when a 
condition of said instruction is satisfied. 

65. (Original) Tlie at least one program storage device of claim 63, furllier 
comprising transferring said file to an information repository coupled to said computer 
system across a network. 

66. (Orighial) The at least one pi ogram storage device of claim 65, wherein said 
computer system comprises one computer system of aplurality of computer systems coupled 
to said network. 

67. (Original) The at least one program storage device of claim 61, wherein said 
dictionary file comprises a rules database defined in an ASCII file. 

68. (Cancelled) 

69. (Original) The at least one program storage device of claim 61, wherem said 
plurahty of inquiries comprise multiple inquiry types, and wherein said multiple inquiry 
types comprise at least some of: 
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a file inquiry which checks for existence of a file of a certain date, time or size 
and which can return file infonnation; 

an INI file inquiry which checks for a certain application, variable aid value, 
and which can return a certain value, or one or more variables and values; 

an ASCn file inquiry which checks for a certain character string in a file, and 
which can return information on a line within the character string; 

a registry inquiry which checks for a certain registry tree or value, and which 
can return one or more values in a tree or sub-tree; 

an external process inquiry using an INI out|nit, which comprises executing an 
external process md perfonning an INI file inquiry on the resuh; 

an external process inquiry which executes an external process, provides an 
ASCII output, and performs an ASCII file inquiry on the result; 

an external process inquiry using a registry, which executes an external 
process and performs a registry inquiry on the result; and 

multiple inquiries which comprise a combination of multiple otlter inquiry 
types, where all must succeed. 

70. (Original) The at least one program storage device of claim 61, wherein said 
plurality of inquiries are organized into at least one subject group, each subject group bemg 
directed to a different piece of said slate information, at leiist one group of the at least one 
subject group having multiple instructions, and processing each instruction of each group of 
the at least one group having multiple instructions such that if a condition of the instmction 
satisfied Qien terminating pj ocessing of the group, otherwise processing a next instiiicdou of 
the multiple instructions within the group and continuing witil a condition of one instmction 
of the multiple instructions is satisfied or imtil all instructions of tlie multiple instructions of 
the gioup have been processed. 
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Amendment to the Drawings 

Attached is a new fonnal diawiiig sheet 1/8 containing an amended FIG. 1. This new 
foi-mal drawing sheet of 1 /8 replaces the original drawing sheet 1/8. 

Attaclnnents: Replacement sheet 1/8. 

Annotated sheet 1/8 showing changes in red. 
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Remarks 

Enlrauce of this amendmeiil. and allowance of all pending claims are respectfully 
requested. Claims 1-24. 26-47, 49-67, 69 & 70 remain pending. 

The specification amendmenfs presented address the issues raised in the Office 
Action. Specifically, WINDOWS is capitalized wherever appearmg in the application and 
accompanied by generic terminology as requested. In addition, page 1 of the specification is 
amended to include the patent number of the co-filed application, and pages 7 & 8 are 
amended to include new reference numbers for FIG. 1, responsive to the drawings objection 
contained in the Office Action. 

A new FFG. 1 is presented adding a textual label for element 10, and different element 
numbers to different client computers as requested in the Office Action. An annotated FIG. 
1, wherein changes are shown in red, is also provided for tlie Examiner's convenience. 

Based upon the above amendments, withdrawal of the specification and drawings 
objections is respectfiilly requested. 

Substantively, applicant gratefully acknowledges the indication of allowance of 
claims 1-14, 30-40 & 51-60, as well as the indication of allowability of claims 16-28, 42-50 
& 62-70 if rewritten in independent fonn including all limitations of the base claim and any 
intei-vening claims. 

Claims 15, 29, 41 & 61 stand rejected. These claims are rejected under 35 U.S C. 
102(e) as being anticipated by Matheny et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,259,446). 

In response to this rejection, the subject matter of allowable claims 25, 38 & 68 is 
incoiporated into the respective independent claims 15, 41 & 61. These amendments are 
presented without acquiescing to the substance of the anticipation rejection, but ratlier aa e 
made in order to advance prosecution of the application. Clami 29 is similarly amended and 
is believed allowable for the same reasons as independent claims 15, 31 & 61. Based upon 
these amendments, all claims are now believed to be in condition for allowance and such 
action is respectfiilly requested. 
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bhould the Examiner wish to discuss this application further, the Examiner is invited 
telephone appHcant's below-listed representative. 



Dated: September 30 ,2003. 

HESLIN ROTHENBERG FARLEY & MESITI P.C. 

5 Columbia Circle 

Albany, New York 12203-5160 

Telephone: (518)452-5600 

Facsimile: (518)452-5579 



Respectfully submitted. 



Kevin P. Radigan/^ ] 
Attorney for Appitemit 
Regish-ationNo.: 31,789 
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Exhibit D 




IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

Applicant: Douglas G. Murray ConfimiatioiiNo.: 6548 

Serial No.: 09/442,909 Group Art Unit: 2 1 54 

Filed: November 18, 1999 Examiner: Black, Linh 

Title- INFORMATION GATHERING FACILITY EMPLOYING 

DICTIONARY FILE CONTAl KING MULTIPLE INQUIRIES 

CRRTIFICATE OF FACSIMIL F TRANSMISSION 

I hereby certify that this correspondence is being transmitted by 
facsimile Uansmission to: Examiner Linh Black & Exammer John 
Breene, Group Art Unit 2177, United States Patent and Trademark 
Office, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria. VA 22313-1450, Facsimile 
No. (703) 746-7239. on March IS . 2004. 

Becker 

Date of Signature: March 1^ , 2004. 

To: Examiner Linh Black 
Examiner John Breene 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexmidria, VA 22313-1450 

Req uest to Withdiaw Abandonment 

Dear Sir: 

On February 23, 2004, applicant received a Notice of Abandonment (copy attached) for 
applicant's alleged failure to timely respond to the Office Action letter mailed on July 8, 2003. 
This assertion is incorrect, and the application should not be abandoned. 

In support of applicant's position, attached is a copy of applicant's prior mailed Response 
dated September 30. 2003. As noted on page 1 of the Response, the Response was filed in reply 
to the Office Action mailed July 8, 2003. 
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The September 30, 2003 Response included a Certificate of Mailing on both the 
amendment and the accompanying transmittal letter. Tlie papers were accompanied by a 
postcard identifying the application, the amendment, and the amendment tiansmittal letter. 
However, a stamped copy has not been received back from tlie U.S. Patent Office. 
Notwithstanding this, applicant respectfully submits that the signed Certificates of Mailing 
clearly evidence applicant's timely filing of a reply to the July 8. 2003 Office Action. 

Based on the foregoing, applicant respeclfully submits that the Notice of Abandonment 
mailed on February 1 8. 2004 was issued in enor and respectfoilly requests that the abandonment 
be withdrawn and that the case be reinstated. 

Should any questions arise regarding this correspondence, please contact applicant's 
undersigned representative. 

Respectfully submitted, . 
Kevin P. Radigaik^j 



Attorney for AppUcants 
Registration No.; 35,670 



Dated: March 2004. 

HESLIN ROTHENBERG FARLEY & MESITI P.C, 
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Albany, New Yoit 1 2203-5 1 60 

Telephone: (518)452-5600 

Facsimile: (518)452-5579 
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In re Appbcation of; 

Douglas G . Murray 

Application No. 09/442,909 

Filed: November 18, 1999 

For: INFORMATION GATHERING FACILITY 
EMPLOYING DICTIONARY FILE 
CONTAINING MULTIPLE INQUIRIES 



MAILED 

APR 2 2 2004 

Technofogy Center 2100 



DECISION ON PETITION 
UNDER 37 CFR §1.181 TO 
WITHDRAW HOLDING OF 
ABANDONMENT 



This is a decision on the petition filed 15 March 2004 under 37 CFR §1.181 to withdraw the 
holding of abandonment of the above-identified ai^plication. Withdraw the 

ISon'Se^oVj?^^^^^^^^^ '^i'r ^° "^P^"'^ ^ ^^-^^ t° the Office 

2004 Jpa^er^^^ ^P^P"'" "° ^ of Abandonmeat was mailed 18 February 

l^^^ f " ^*^''*M"f ^^vant part that "[in] the event that conespondence is considered 
timely filed by being mailed or transmitted in accordance with paiagranh U\ of thkTe t 

he pioceedmg is dismissed, terminated, or decided without prejudice, the con espondence wiU 
be considered timely if the party who forwarded such correspondence' ''P°''^"'^"^ 

The present petition does not include a statement fiom the party who foiwirded fh. 
decL^r'* ^^^°"^^"^^-t-" --^t ^ fi^^d within two montlis of the mailing date of this 

i'^ li^^ L-. II W ii. 
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HESLIN ROTHENBERG 



TEL: 518 452 55 79^ 



SmalNc: 09/442,909 
Decision on Petition 



Any inqui.7 concei-nmg this decision should be directed to Vincent N. Trans whose 
telephone number IS (703) 305-9750. 




Special Program Examiner 
Technology Center 2100 
Computer Aichitecture, Software, and 
Information Security 
703-305-9750 



